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10-18 Pleasant Street- The Durgin Garage 

Demolition ï June 2020 

Brookline Preservation Commission 

Demolition Application Report 
 

Address:  10-18 Pleasant St - Durgin Garage 

Applicant:   CHR Pleasant LLC 

Building Types:  Garage/Commercial 

National Register Listing (if Applicable):  Individually eligible 
 

    

 

Historical/Architectural Significance: 
Constructed on the site of what were once four individual houses, the Durgin Garage (10-18 Pleasant Street) was designed 

in 1926 by Harold Field Kelloggs and, according to a Brookline Chronicle Article dated April 29, 1926, cost upwards of 

$500,000. Kellogg, a 1906 Harvard graduate and attendee of the Ecole des Beaux Arts, designed Brooklineôs Longwood 

Towers, as well as the Batterymarch Building and Hatch Shell in Boston. Construction of the structure on Pleasant Street 

was completed in October 1926, and the garage was operated by Charles E. Durgin, who had previously managed a 

garage on Beacon Street. Durgin was well liked in Brookline, and it is assumed this was the reason for there being zero 

opposition to the construction of the structure during public hearings for the proposal. The original design included seven 

stores on the first floor, each with individual store fronts on Pleasant Street, and a two story garage with the capacity to 

hold 225 automobiles. Original stores consisted of a candy shop, a confectioners, a lades apparel store, a Chinese laundry, 

a shore repair, a tire store, and an Atlantic and Pacific Tea Company Grocery.  

 

During construction the Brookline Chronicle stated ñExternally, the new garage will present an unusually attractive 

appearance, by far the most elaborate suburban garage structure in New England.ò Prominently visible from Beacon 

Street, the exterior features an ornate cast stone Neo-classical façade. Above the Pleasant Street storefronts, the second 

floor showcases large arched multi pane windows bordered by two story pilasters; on each corner of the Pleasant Street 

façade, decorative pediments are visible on each side and filled with swags and garland. The John Street façade consists of 

two story multi pane metal windows to allow maximum light into the garage. The west elevation, which faces a parking 

lot, has broad horizontal metal windows with multi pane lights, framed in concrete and brick. The least decorative of the 

sides is the Waldo Street side, which contained the entrance to the two story garage and is faced with brick.   

 

In order to accommodate the rapid increase of automobile ownership in the early 20th century, twenty four commercial 

garages were constructed between 1906-1929. The first two were constructed of brick, however the preferred material for 

large fire resistant construction switched to concrete; and the material become popular for garages. As residents were 

concerned about garages being located close to residential neighborhoods, many of the garages were constructed close to 
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commercial centers and main thoroughfares, and were designed with architecturally distinguished exteriors to minimize 

neighborhood opposition.  The Durgin Garage is a successful example of how a public garage could be incorporated into a 

commercial districtôs streetscape.  

 

In 2007 the Durgin Garage was deemed individually eligible for listing on the National Register of Historic Places. In 

2012, the Durgin Garage was named one of Massachusettsô ñMost Endangered Historic Resourcesò by Preservation 

Massachusetts.  

 

The Durgin Garage at 10-18 Pleasant Street meets the following criteria for an initial determination of significance: 

 

b.  The building is listed on or is within an area listed on the National or State Registers of Historic Places; is eligible for 

listing on the National or State Registers of historic places; or is a building for which a preliminary determination or 

eligibility has been made by the Massachusetts Historical Commission. 

 

c.  The building is associated with one or more significant historic persons or events, or with the broad architectural, 

cultural, political, economic, or social history of the Town or Commonwealth; and 

 

d.  The building is historically or architecturally significant in terms of its period, style, method of construction, or its 

association with a significant architect or builder, either by itself or as part of a group of buildings. 

 

The building retains integrity of location, design, setting, feeling, materials, and workmanship. 

 

 

 

 

 

Aerial view of 10-18 Pleasant Street, looking north 



Page 3 of 11 

10-18 Pleasant Street- The Durgin Garage 

Demolition ï June 2020 

 
Aerial view of 10-18 Pleasant Street, looking east 

 

 

 
 

Aerial view of 10-18 Pleasant Street, looking south 
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Aerial view of 10-18 Pleasant Street, looking west 
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Photograph of the Pleasant and John Streets sides 

 


